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Medicare – In 1986 John Howard said he would ‘take a 

scalpel Medicare’ . That’s one promise he has kept.

Labor will protect Medicare and help our hospitals by:

Getting the Medicare bulk billing rate back up to 

80%. 

Setting up GP After Hour Clinics at our hospitals to 

take the pressure off hospital emergency units; 

Training extra doctors, nurses and specialists; and  

establishing Medicare teams with bulk billing doctors. 

Labor’s $3.4 billion plan to save Medicare is fully-

funded and will help take the pressure off our local 

hospitals emergency units.

Enough of the buck passing. Labor will work to fix our 

hospitals before it’s too late. 

Medicare Gold – Labor will also make sure that people 

over the age of seventy-five will have access to Medi-

care Gold. They won’t have to wait for hospital treat-

ment, and they won’t need private health insurance. No 

more waiting lists and no more premiums to pay.

Pensions will be indexed four times a year instead of 

twice a year, so pensioners won’t have to wait as long 

for their increases.

Labor will open another 3,000 aged care places, too.

Youth Guarantee – Young people are our future but 

every year 45,000 young Australians leave school and 

don’t go on to full time work or study.

Labor will spend almost $700 million on a Youth 

Guarantee to:

Keep 15 000 more 15-18 year olds at school each 

year; 

Create 20,000 new TAFE places every year; 

Create 7,500 extra apprenticeships for 15-18 year 

olds; 

Stop young people slipping through the cracks by 

establishing a National Mentoring plan with 10,000 

mentors for young Australians; 

Create a Jobs Gateway to target 10,000 early school 

leavers each year and provide them with a job and up 

to two years of specialised training; 

Fund intensive help to reconnect homeless and 

disadvantage youth into education, training or 

employment. 

Safer Suburbs – Residents know where crime hot 

spots are, and local communities often have great 

ideas for fixing problems in their neighbourhoods. 

Labor will spend $50 million on Safer Suburbs: 

Stronger Communities to fund local crime prevention 

initiatives.

would like all ballot papers to be simplified and people 

better educated as to how to fully control their vote. 

The House of Representatives ballot paper is straight-

forward. In this election for the seat of Sydney, voters 

need to number eight candidates in order of their 

preference. All boxes must be numbered, or the vote 

will not be counted at all. If you want to change what 

you have put on the ballot paper, you can get a new 

ballot paper from the polling booth staff. 

For the past fourteen years I have been the Co-

ordinator of Lone Parent Family Support Service. 

This is a rewarding job as it entails working with 

many remarkable single mums, dads and children. 

Being poorly funded, it is also a constant reminder 

of government wastage and the neglect of the many 

grassroots community services  which are unable 

to meet increasing social needs and struggling with 

miserly budgets.

I am the President-elect of the Balmain Rotary Club 

and for eighteen years have been a Director of KU 

Children’s Service, the largest employer in the not-for-

profit early childhood sector. I am on the Finance and 

Marketing Committees and am well informed on the  

funding complexity and service gaps. There are several 

KU centres in eastern Sydney, some with up to 300 on 

the waiting list. Direct Federal funding is needed to set 

up and run more of these community based centres.

I am passionate about the environment, wilderness 

and urban, and believe a balance is possible between 

pleasant lifestyles and ecological sustainability in 

urban and rural communities. I support the signing 

of the Kyoto Protocol, the preservation of old growth 

forests, the promotion of eco-tourism and the fostering 

of a non-polluting, plantation timber and woodchip 

industry.  

I was a founding member of Punch Park People, one of 

the earliest environmental groups. A committee member 

of the Urban Planning and Environment Coalition, and 

President of the Balmain Association for seven years. 

In 1991 I was the community spokesperson in the 

successful legal challenge to the State government’s 

imposition of a Planning Administrator at Leichhardt 

Council to push through overdevelopment on five large 

foreshore sites in Balmain. My experience has been that 

resident groups are better planners than bureaucrats. I 

was also responsible for the establishment of precinct 

committees in Leichhardt Municipality.

My passion is politics, but I also love to enjoy the 

amenities and variety of my home city – Sydney.  I 

would be proud to represent the electorate of Sydney 

in the Federal Parliament. 

For human rights, multiculturalism, Aboriginal self-determination, 

affordable housing, health services, Australian arts and culture, open 

space, facilities for children, the disabled and the elderly, proper 

planning, pollution control, heritage protection, public transport, and 

the fair treatment of all residents

For truth, transparency and accountability in government

The rights of same-sex couples to full equality in civil marriage, de-

facto and divorce law
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